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Thank you for contacting Environmental Protection Agency regarding aircraft noise impacts in your 
community . .I understand that you and your neighbors are experiencing discomfort from noise due to 
military training flights and have concerns regarding the potential effects of noise on quality of 1&. 
health, and economic val ues. As you may know, the applicable federal law addressing noise is the 
Noise Control Act and the Quiet Communities Act that amends it. The EPA's role in implementing this 
law has changed over time. as 1 wi ll explain below. 

In 1972, Congress passed the Noise Control Act which direct.ed the EPA to coordinate Federal agencies' 
noise research and control prot:,rrams. This involved a number of activities, including consulting on noise 
standards or regulations, developing noise criteria and public hcolth protection levels, idcntit)'ing noise 
generating products and control techniques, developing noise control regulations for motors, engines, 
and construction, transportntion, electrical, and electronic equipment, and studying airport noise. 

When Congress amended the Noise Control Act with the Quiet Comnnmities Act of 1978, their 
emphasis was upon state and local noise control capabilities. By 1981 , the Administration concluded 
that noise issues were best handled at the state or local government level and in 1982 the EPA's noise 
program funding was phased out. However, federal noise legislation and regulations remain in etlect. 
The EPA website at http://w\"'W.epa.gov/air/noise.html provides information and links that may be of 
some assishmce. Your prirnary sources of int(lrmation and response lie at the state and local levels, and 
also with the federal agencies that have direct authority for aircraft noise, including the Federal Aviation 
Administration and Dcpm1mcnt of Defense. We offer the fo llowing additional resources and contacts 
that may b~: of help: 

• EPA Office of Air and Radiation, Washington, DC contact to assist you with federal noise 
regulations: Catricc JcfTcrson, email: J cfferson.catricc@cpa.gov; phone: 202-564-1668 

• NAS Whidbey Lsland comment line tor noise complaints: 360-257-6665, or via email: 
comments.NASWI@navy.mil 

• Department of Defense: Air Installations Compatible Use Zones Prot:,rram, April 1977 which can 
be accessed throug}l http://nepis.epa.gov 

• Federal Aviation Administration, Aviation Noise Ombudsman, AEE-2, 800 Independence Ave. 
S.W., Washington. DC 20591 .: email: 9-AWA-NoiseOmbudsman@faa.gov 

• Executive Order 13045, Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety 
Risks at http://www.gpo.gov/ tasysipkg/FR-1 997-04-23/pdt/97-l 0695.pdf 

• Washington Dcpattmenl of Ecology at http:.'/www.ecy. wn.gov/laws-ruleslnoise.html 



EPA Region 10 recently submitted scoping comments in response to the U.S. Navy's Notice of Intent to 
prepare an environmental impact statement for a proposed increase in Growler aircraft at NAS Whidbcy 
Island. Our comments included recommendations regarding analysis of potential noise impacts. We 
would be happy to share the letter upon request. Please kcl free to contact Elaine Somers of my stan· at 
206-553-2966 or via electronic mail at somers.clainc<fi)cpa.gov if you would like more information or 
have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

(~9~ 
Dennis J. McLerran 
Regional Administrator 
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